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Mailer of Fact 
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IK A.\v MKMBHIt of (hr 
-f’ci'ral public ''ocalis the 
name of [lichai-l M. Bisscll, 
* : I prohab'y lx* because 
' .*> Hay of Figs. Before 

(I’.i ■ a.-ro, 1 ’issr !! was due 

I" : rcc,*( lien Holies as 
i > ■* i*i nr of i he Central Inlrl- 
F ■ nco Agency, Bid some- 
o u* ail lo Kike the rap for 
* 'orcy Ki.lurc, for which 

e> -i v •inrly ! i o n i President 

I'" (in down had a 

■-• ire of blame; and Bisscl) 
" a- chief among those who 
(••»d: '!h rap. 

knot her job followed - a 
fen I" big job. bid. one that. 

now end ins for reasons 
’ha: ,* r , r 1 1 . especially rele- 

vant Mi that is i < I" vi.ii ! . at 
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i •■u'.v c ni niilies, the Kil- 
ik . co.piniitee on surprise 
.disci- suggesi ( t) building a 
oimaissai’i e plane of the 
t \ 1 of he l. 2. Such a plane 
bad a'.* early been proposed 
to lb." \ir Force bv the bril- 
i.'ut! Kelly .Johnson of l.ock- 

b'lation but the idea 

had been turned down flat. 

By (he iutiK ate, lialf-acci- 
deni; t processes familiar in 
( lovernmrnt, the Killian 
committee recommendation 
brought together a three star 
team, composed of Kelly 
Johnson, the famous K. H. 
.'.and of the Polaroid Co., 
and Bis. ell from the CIA, 
wiio was the friend of both 
the elders. 

In record lime, these three 
hulled Hie 1. 2 through from 
-oneopt to n* a ! i t y. The 
strange new aircraft was 
; hereupon assigned to the CI A 
Biss el I thus became com- 
mander of an independent 
C 2 air force, in addition to 
his other duties. 

So much is fairly well 
known to informed persons 
What is not well known (and 
would not be diseuseil in this 
space if tiie main facts had 
not already been published 
elsewhere’, is (lie second chap- 
ter of the story that opened 
with Hie U-2. 

I’KCACSF, the intervals be- 
tween U-2 flights were un- 
avoidably long, and for other 
technical reasons as well, the 
U-2 did no more than open a 
small chink in the Iron Cur- 
tain. Contrary to what many 
imagine, tile U-2 did not 
really replace guesses about 
the Soviet Union with true 
know ledge. 

Yet l he new plane’s surge s 
was very great, all the same. 
And this success in turn di- 
rected attention to the reesm- 
naissame satellite project pre- 
viously initiated by the Air 
Force He, search and Develop- 
ment Command. 
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out secret effort to build a 
workable reconnaissance sal 
ellite began. 

This time I t Uen. Bernard 
Schnevcr of the Ifesem-eh and 
Develop m >: a ; i oir m.inrt 
worked with H.svell, Brig, 
(’■on. Oswald fU: land vv.is Bis- 
sell’s day-to d.iv | > 1 1 1 : ) • r lhn” 
Dand again tent a hand. And 
others might be Mentioned. 

Yet in the ot , j< ial Air Force 
account of Die mailer, Ihe 
main credit for the success of 
the reconnaissance satellite is 
nonetheless given lo Bissetl. 
August, 1960, when the first 
of the new ‘b'.nb. with see- 
ing, retnciuliermg eyes made 
us siiccc-'.-l u: i light, i - a date 
that will tie remembered in 
historv hooks. 

IT IS A HATI-l vvith much 
l'-.-ai mg. to begin with, on 
Ihe ■ i i , -.om rnvrrsy about 
t ; - lui-silc gap. Until we 

• the Sov-yts had not de- 
ployed tiio intercontinental 
ballistic missiles that they 
were entirely capable of pro- 
ducing, (tie only- safe course 
was to assume that the So- 
viets were indeed producing 
and deploying those ulti- 
mate weapons. Their failure 
lo do so was in fact a gigantic 
error. 

But after August, 1960, we 
began to know that the 
lCB.Ms were not there; and 
this in turn changed the en- 
tire strategic aspect of the 
world by the time President 
Kentucky took office. No his- 
torian or analyst can com- 
pute what this true knowl- 
edge has situ.; .been worth, in 
the desperate day s of die sec- 
ond Unban crisis, for in- 
stance. or much earlier, when , 
Khrushchev at. Vienna threat- 
ened a big war over Berlin 

S- - Ii then, is the cr bt 
owe,.! to Dirk Tiissell. As lie 
happen-- to he this reporters 
miii - 1 1 1 lend . I tie debt is here 
;n kiii'v. bulged with pride. But 
every ;l. billing American will 
sure',- wish tn sav "Thank 

'.oil a ; - -(aid luck ” to this 

• •x -i • • • u.s public servant 
a no , ' 1 1 ,\ ; - turning to in i- 
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